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Silver maple removed from campus
Joya Breems — Staff Writer
The leaves of a large silver maple tree on
the east side of Dordt University’s campus, past
the classroom building, are just starting to turn.
The tree is large— the trunk measures 25 feet in
circumference. Caution tape and orange cones
surround the tree, warning passerby that its
removal is imminent. A large crack is forming
on the upper trunk. Craig Van Otterloo, from
Dordt’s ground team, prepares for the tree’s
removal. When measuring the tree, he inserts a
tape measure 11 feet into the crack. It’s hollow
inside. The tree must go.
“[The tree] poses a significant danger to life
and limb, as well as vehicles, and will need
to be removed soon,” Howard Wilson, Vice
President for University Operations, said in an
email to Dordt staff.
The tree is a landmark on campus. Dordt
Emeritus Professor of Biology Delmar Vander
Zee reckons the tree must be at least 100 years
old.
“If it must go, we might wring out hands
about it, but it’s clearly going to fall,” Vander
Zee said. “A good storm will take it down.”
When Dordt first purchased the land the
tree lives on, it was slated to become part of
a parking lot. Ron Rynders, an administrative
staff at the time, organized a faculty objection
to the tree being removed.
“I bemoaned the fact that the tree that had

The silver maple being removed
watched our entire community develop over the
years would disappear,” Rynders said.
His arguments were convincing; several
staff and faculty, especially those with office
windows facing the tree, joined Rynders’ side
through emails that “sprouted like weeds.”
Eventually, Dordt incorporated the tree into

A minor improvement
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Torah scroll donated to Dordt

Ian MacDonald — Staff Writer
Changes in academics don’t happen often,
but when they do students take notice. One
change Dordt University has made is a new
broadcasting minor.
This minor has some history at Dordt. A few
years ago, the college had a broadcasting major.
For unknown reasons, the major shut down.
The initial shut down disappointed Rich
Lodewyk, Dordt’s media network director,
making him all the more excited for the new
minor this year.
Lodewyk said the most exciting thing
about the new minor is it will build stronger
connections between academics and the
Dordt Media Network, an extracurricular
broadcasting program where students gain
hands-on experience in the field.
The communication department is thankful
for its various programs and clubs, but what
makes Dordt Media Network shine is their new
equipment.
Because equipment is becoming more
affordable and easier to use, Dordt Media
Network has new tools and gadgets at its
fingertips. This accessibilty is a primary reason
behind Dordt’s decision to reintroduce the
minor.
Lee Pitts, journalism and communication
professor at Dordt, said the best way the
journalism program can grow is by keeping up
to date with equipment.
Pitts believes “modernizing” the journalism
program is a huge step forward into keeping up
to date with the rest of the world.
“It’s a good way to tell stories to a larger
culture,” Pitts said. “More people consume film

the parking plan. It would live on.
“The effort was based in wanting to preserve
our history, plus a large dose of environmental
agreement that the tree would be able to serve
us well,” Rynders said.
Around 15 years ago, Dordt’s maintenance
department put a metal stint into some of the

tree’s upper branches and sealed several small
cracks with foam, hoping to preserve the tree
for as long as possible.
“We did everything we could,” Van Otterloo
said. “The cycle of life has run its course.”
The tree rotted from water seeping through
the cracks, leaving every branch hollow. Van
Otterloo said that taking down a tree like this
is a “huge safety risk.” Cutting off one branch
could unbalance the rest of the tree, causing it
to topple uncontrollably. When Van Otterloo
measured the tree, several bees buzzed around.
Van Otterloo asked Rynders, who is also a
beekeeper, to be on hand in case any wild hives
nested in the hollow trunk.
All involved are hopeful that a full slab can
be taken from the base of the trunk so the rings
can be counted. Without the slab, there is no
accurate way to know the exact age of the tree.
Both Van Otterloo and Vander Zee estimate it
was planted in the early 1900s, making it at
least 100 years old. Rynders estimated it could
be 150 years old.
Top Notch Tree Service removed the tree on
Thursday, Sept. 22.
Vander Zee has a history of preserving trees.
When maintenance took down several elm trees
on campus because of the invasive Emerald
ash borer beetle, Vander Zee collected seeds
to preserve the elms. The science building is
home to a slab table, which Vander Zee made...

Jeralyn Wessel— Staff Writer

A Dordt student working in the Dordt Media
Network truck
and audio more than paper nowadays.”
At its core, the minor teaches students the
basics of journalism.
The minor also added the class ‘Sports
Broadcasting,’ which Dordt will offer in the
spring every other year. Sports broadcasting
is a big part of what the Dordt Media Network
does, and the course should further connect
sports and academics.
“This minor really gives an opportunity for
Rich Lodewyk to lean into his strengths,” Pitts
said. “He has the experience in the field and can
bring the minor to a whole new level. He brings
real world experience. Not just theoretical, but
practical.”
Lodewyk also thinks the minor is a great
way to introduce recruiting to the Dordt Media
Network by bringing in students who can work
while learning the ins and outs of it all.
“We can bring students in who could study
it and get hands-on learning experience,”
Lodewyk said.
The broadcasting minor could grow and
expand due to a lot of things, but one aspect...
Cont. on pg. 3

In May 2022, Dordt University received a
200 year-old Torah scroll from Dan Pritchett
and family. Pritchett works as the principal at
Faithlife, the maker of Logos Bible Software,
and has amassed an extensive collection of
Hebrew scrolls from a variety of time periods.
A few years ago, the Pritchett family decided
to begin donating the scrolls to institutions
through the Council of Christian Colleges and
Universities. Over 130 scrolls have already
been donated.
Before arriving at Dordt, the scroll went
through an extensive verification process to
ensure it had been obtained properly. The

Israeli government validated the document as
an authentic, legal copy of the Torah, appraised,
and examined by many historical scholars.
This Torah is about 80 feet long, two feet
tall, and written on 32 calf skins sewn together
with animal string made from the leg sinews
of a kosher animal. The rabbi who penned this
scroll attempted to replicate what an ancient
Torah may have looked like. The rabbi lived in
the Netherlands, which is part of the reason it
matched with Dordt.
Writing the Torah on animal skins produces
a far more durable product than simply using
paper. This scroll does not need to be stored
in a humidity-controlled environment and
can safely be touched, since certain oils from
human hands help preserve the scroll.
Dordt put the scroll into storage in the
Hulst Library archives indefinitely after being
displayed to the student body at chapel on Sept.
14. The Torah will eventually be exhibited
publicly when a proper place is selected; it may
be put in a display case outside the library or
incorporated into the B.J. Haan Auditorium
renovations.
Proper care of the document requires that
no more than four feet be displayed for long
periods of time, and the scroll should be away
from sunlight. Jennifer Breems, Director of
Library Services, said audio of the Hebrew
reading of the Torah could potentially be part of
the permanent display.
While this Torah scroll will interest anyone
studying history or the keeping and passing...
Cont. on pg. 4
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Doughnuts After Dark

News

News

Who is representing you?

Gracie Campbell— Staff Writer
Walking into Centre Mall, Dutch culture is
evident from the start. The most prominent
example is Casey’s Bakery, with its traditional
Dutch-styled storefront.
Sioux Center is steeped in this rich cultural
tradition. From Dutch bingo to the churches on
every corner, it seems the saying is true in Sioux
Center: “If you ain’t Dutch, you ain’t much.”
Casey’s Bakery is no exception.
Recently, the bakery has brought back
Doughnuts After Dark from 7-10 p.m. Geared
for college students, the bakery extends their
hours on Wednesday nights, selling discounted
doughnuts to the community. Though Casey’s
Bakery began Doughnuts After Dark last year,
the Midnight Doughnut tradition has been a
staple for over a decade.
Last year, Georgia Lodewyk wrote for The
Diamond the transition of the event from Orange
City’s Dutch Bakery. They would spend Friday
nights in community with college students who
flocked to the bakery for $1 doughnuts. Due to
COVID-19, the bakery took a step back, but
now Casey’s is taking a step forward.
Ryan De Groot, co-owner of the bakery, enjoys
the event both personally and professionally.

Sara Hofer — Staff Writer

Casey’s Bakery in Sioux Center
“My favorite thing about Doughnuts After
Dark is bringing one of my kids with me and
having some one-on-one time with them,”
De Groot said. “Professionally, I have always
wanted to be able to get doughnuts right out of
the frier to the hands of the people, and I think

New Covenant Hall wing to
increase housing space
Elise Stiemsma— Staff Writer

Covenant hall featuring new basement wing
After the housing issues of last year, Dordt
University Administration decided to add
another wing to Covenant Hall. They removed
some of the 24-hour lobby and basement space,
and added on to the basement to extend the area.
“I really like how small the wing is,” Nia
Boentoro, Resident Assistant of the new Covey
wing, said. “It creates a tight knit community.”
The wing consists of only 16 girls, all of
whom are sophomores. Ally Veldhuizen, the
Learning Community Area Coordinator for the
women’s dorms, purposefully made the wing
all sophomores, so that they could adapt to this
new space without the added struggles of being
a first-year student. The extension updated
the furniture to get rid of vanities and closet
doors, both of which are frequently removed
by students. The showers have cubby space,
overhead lights, and a bench just outside.

through Doughnuts After Dark we’ve been able
to do that.”
The bakery has been in the family for three
generations. De Groot shared memories of
working in the bakery as a young kid, admitting
to pumping the pudding-filled doughnuts until

they exploded. The pudding-filled doughnuts
are still his favorite, though his son, who tagged
along, favors the twists.
De Groot, who attended Dordt University,
also reminisced as he watched students come
through the back door of the bakery for
doughnuts.
“I’d love to do that again too,” De Groot said.
Though still relatively new, some students
relate the event to the Sioux Center experience.
“The atmosphere is very homey,” freshman
Hannah Yockey said. “It definitely has that
small town feel.”
The space itself is decorated with traditional
Dutch inspirations. A new mural, featuring
windmills and brightly-colored tulips, adorns
one wall, adding to the feel of the traditional
Dutch-inspired storefront. Outside of the
bakery, Casey’s operates a deli and pantry.
Soon, the deli will begin a Thursday “Chili
Bash,” serving all you can eat chili paired with
a cinnamon roll and other sides. For the time
being, Doughnuts After Dark continues every
Wednesday from 7-10 p.m.
Photo Credit: Gracie Campbell

Dordt ranked top university in
Iowa
Jonah Hofmeyer—Staff Writer

The lobby space, although shrunk in size, is
still frequently used.
“A large portion of [what is now] this wing
was going unused anyway. Taking away some
of the space has not changed the dynamic quite
as much as one might expect,” Boentoro said.
The expansion also means the girls of this
wing have their own lobby area, which closes
during closed hours. Wing residents frequently
use this space to study without disturbing their
sleeping roommates.
Some challenges of living in the new wing
are the spotty Wi-Fi and adjusting from old
Covey-norms. When Boentoro first moved in,
much of the furniture still had to be built, proving
just how new the space was. Administration
recently added a microwave and toaster oven
(in replacement of an oven) to the kitchen of the
new wing.  Even simple things like finding the
bathroom on the floor and discovering where
each door leads are completely new to residents.
Although a step in the right direction,
this expansion has not completely fixed last
semester’s housing issues. This semester, there
is still little extra space, fitting seven students
in Kuyper apartments and four students in West
Hall dorm rooms. The new wing in Covenant
helped fit more lowerclassmen, but space still
remains tight across campus.
Photo credit: Elise Stiemsma

According to U.S. News and World Report,
Dordt University is ranked the highest
University in Iowa in to their “Regional
Universities (Midwest)” rankings. Out of 166
schools in the Midwest region, Dordt ranked
ninth, tied with Augustana University and
Otterbein University.
In previous years, Dordt was ranked with
“Regional Colleges (Midwest)” instead of
universities. According to Dordt’s website, the
change was due to the growth of their graduate
programs. Dordt’s dean of students Robert
Taylor said it is the people that make Dordt
high-ranking.
“If you have a student body that is focused on
the right thing--getting a good education and
being a good citizen within the community-you have a healthy learning environment,”
Taylor said. “Then I would say the faculty and
staff. The faculty cares and gets to know [their]
students.”
Dordt was also ranked high in other categories
from U.S News and World Report and third in
“Most Innovative among Regional Universities
(Midwest).” As the name suggests, this
rank looks at how each university is making
improvements in its curriculum, campus life,
technology, and facilities.
Dordt ranked fourth in “Best Undergraduate
Teaching among Regional Universities
(Midwest).” This ranking evaluates the quality

of undergrad education a student receives.
Dordt’s engineering program was also listed as
number 70 on the U.S. News and World Report’s
“Undergraduate Engineering Programs”. It tied
with several other schools.
Dordt ranked number 24 in “Best Value
Schools,” a ranking assessing schools that
provide the best value for students based on
academic quality.
Dordt ranked 51 in Social Mobility among
Regional Universities (Midwest), a ranking
which highlights colleges that are “more
successful than others at advancing social
mobility by enrolling and graduating large
proportions of disadvantaged students.”
Dordt was also ranked an “A+ school for B
students,” meaning that Dordt is a good fit for
students that have “so-so” GPAs.
Taylor says that it is great that Dordt is doing
well in the rankings, but even without those
rankings, they still want to remain dedicated to
their mission.
“We know who we want to be, so we strive
to line up with our mission,” Taylor said. “If
other people take note of that and think there
is something great about that, then that’s just
encouragement for us that we’re on the right
track.”

New bilingual church in Sioux Center
Briana Gardner -- Staff Writer

Stepping into the Fruited Plain at 1 p.m.
on a Sunday afternoon, slipping into a booth
with a cup of coffee in hand, and hearing the
room abuzz with musicians practicing, children
playing, and conversation aplenty, attendees
feel more like they are about to enjoy a coffee
date with friends, rather than a Sunday morning
church service.
Mary Magdalene, the newest church in
Sioux Center, Iowa is only six weeks old.
The Reformed church is pastored by
Martha Draayer, the Director of Intercultural
Development at Northwestern College. The
time of day and location are not the only unique
things about Mary Magdalene church. The
service is bilingual, which Draayer modeled off
Revelation 7:9: “there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people, and language, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb.”
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“Part of that vision that we see [in
Revelation 7:9] is being able to do that here
on earth, worshipping in different styles and
different languages, and cultures,” Draayer
said. “So we’re bringing this Reformed culture
and putting a little of the Latino flavor into it.”
Draayer leads most of the service, both in
English and Spanish. It is often a struggle for
her to remember to translate.
“Sometimes I forget which language I am
speaking in,” she said.
The service also strives to be communitycentric. The church encourages participation in
worship, volunteering, and prayer. During the
time of prayer, leaders encourage attendees to
shout out prayer requests, similar to in a Bible
study or small group.
Currently, Mary Magdalene Reformed
church hosts about 40 people each Sunday. This

does not deter Draayer, who believes impact on
personal faith reveals the most about a church’s
growth. Still, the church encourages each of its
members to invite their friends and neighbors to
attend. One of the ways the church welcomes
new faces is with a small meal of bread and
coffee at 12:30 p.m., before the service.
This upcoming Sunday, members will
partake in a larger, potluck meal together.
Draayer, along with other members of the
leadership team, including Celina Hernandez,
are seeking an environment of inclusivity.
“Even if you don’t believe in the Lord yet, or
this is something you’re not sure of or if you’re
wrestling with faith or even if you’ve been
out of church for a long time, this is a place
where you can feel loved and blessed and in
community,” Hernandez said.
Photo Credit: Briana Gardner

Candidates ran, students casted their
votes, and the results from the 2022-23 Dordt
University Student Government elections have
arrived.
Each senator represents a distinct group
on campus, and they come from a variety of
residence halls and majors. They present issues,
ideas, and insights on what students think needs
to change and improve.
Trey Engen, student body president, has
been preparing for this year’s election and is
looking forward to working with the newly
elected senators.
“Our primary goal is to represent students,”
Engen said. “We provide insight on what
we think needs to change and share what is
happening around each area of campus.”
For the past few years, students have placed
their votes on Canvas. The page includes the
list of clubs on campus, forms to propose a
new club, and a form students can fill out with
comments, questions, or concerns they may
have for Student Government.
“We are the in-between for students and

faculty on issues that are important to students,”
Engen said.
At state institutions such as Iowa State or
the University of Iowa, student governments
work a bit differently. Both require an interview
process along with other applications.
At the University of Iowa, two people create
a campaign together to be elected as President
and Vice President. It also has two different
types of senatorial campaigns. One campaign
runs for the generalized student senate and the
other runs for a constituency-based senate for
more specific populations of students, such as
international students.
Iowa State University’s student government,
on the other hand, includes an executive,
legislative, and judicial branch that students run
and campaign for.
One of student government’s biggest
benefits is bringing in different groups of people
to present issues to faculty with diverse views,
implications, and ideas to promote continual
improvement of Dordt.
“Over the past five years, student government
has become more legitimate to faculty. They

Long Grille lines
Naomi Mellema – Staff Writer
Students walk from class to the lower level of
the Campus Center, hurrying to get in line. They
gaze at the menu of sandwiches, wraps, and
soup as they wait for their turn to order at the
counter. On the other side of the counter, fulltime employees, as well as part-time student
employees, work in the kitchen to prepare lunch
for Dordt students and faculty members.
The smell of the soup of the day and the
famous Defender sandwich drifts through the
kitchen, toward students that are standing in
line to receive their food. Other students study
in the seating area, waiting for their buzzer to go
off, alerting them that their food is ready. This
is a picture of the Defender Grille, one of the
on-campus dining options at Dordt.
The Grille is open on weekdays from 11 a.m.
until 10 p.m. and closed on weekends. Students
can use a meal swipe for hot food from the
Grille from 1:30-3:30 p.m. and 8-10 p.m. or
exchange for a grab-and-go meal at any time.
The grab-and-go options at the Grille include
wraps, salads, and protein packs with fruit,
vegetables, or chips. Hot lunch options include
sub sandwiches, wraps, and soup. At supper
time, hot food options include burgers, chicken
sandwiches, grilled cheese, and pizza.
Many students choose to dine at the Grille
for its food options and social, yet productive
atmosphere. However, some believe they are
experiencing longer lines and wait times at the
Grille this year, in comparison to past years.
Professor Amy Westra, Director of Career
Development and a CORE 100 instructor, has
an office in the lower level of the Campus
Center, near the Grille.
“I have noticed longer lines this year, as they
now often come past my office,”  Westra said. “I
don’t remember the lines being quite that long
in past years.”
Jenna Hekman, a sophomore at Dordt, has
also noticed longer wait times at the Grille
this year. While she has only noticed a slight
difference in wait times during lunch, Hekman

has noticed a big difference in the amount of
time it takes to get her food at supper.
“For late-night, wait times are much longer
than last year,” Hekman said. “The hot
sandwiches generally take a long time. Even
pizza has been taking longer this year when last
year they would’ve just handed us our pizza.”
Another student, freshman Kylie De Boer,
was late for work one afternoon because of the
long wait. Kylie arrived at the Grille right at
1:30p.m so she could order a Defender wrap
as a meal exchange before leaving for her offcampus job. Half an hour later, Kylie finally
received her wrap, eating it as she walked out
to her car and drove to her job, arriving after
her scheduled work shift.
Longer wait times at the Grille may be an
effect of the record-high student enrollment
this year, or it could show a need for extra
help in the kitchen during busy meal times.
Either way, many students, faculty, and staff
members continue to support the Grille every
day, regardless of the wait time.
The Diamond repeatedly reached out to the
Grille for comments, but they declined to
comment.

Students wait in line at the Grille around
lunchtime on Monday
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...the communication department hopes for is
the addition of a Dordt news station.
A news station would add enough layers of
depth to the minor that it could reclaim its place
as a major.
“Dordt always shows growth in all of its
programs, so it wouldn’t surprise me,” Pitts
said.
Lodewyk sees a Dordt broadcast news station
as completely possible. It could be directly
related to the Diamond. He sees this as an

opportunity for journalism students to see the
technological side of their field.
“One of the names floating around was
‘Diamond on Air,’” Lodewyk said.
Another hope is to build a news station set
for the students. This would include all the
features of the Dordt broadcasting truck and set
cameras where students can continue to work
on their craft.
“In my opinion, it’s only a matter of time,”
Lodewyk said.
Photo credit: Dordt University

see us as a voice of the student body to provide
them with a good update of what is happening
on campus,” Engen said. “Without faculty
support behind us, we really can’t accomplish
much.”
Students can be involved by providing
insight or concerns on issues they are passionate
about. Sharing questions or overall thoughts on
occurrences happening on campus provides
a way for Dordt to continue growing as a
community. Students can do this by filling out
an online form on the Canvas page or talking to
their designated representative.
The 2022-23 Dordt University Student
Government
Executive Cabinet:
•
President: Trey Engen
•
Vice President: Bryce Enger
•
Treasurer: Emmaline Baas
•
Communications Director: Ellie
Brouwer
Student Senate:
•
Education Senator: Bethany Ten
Haken

•
Engineering Senator: Bennet
Marstall
•
Humanities Senator: Andrew
VanNieuwenhuyzen
•
Natural Sciences Senator: Anna
Rediger
•
Nursing Senator: Emily Zuidema
•
Two-Year Degree Senator: Nathaniel
Bervig
•
Social Sciences Senator: Isabel
Pfeifer
•
Covenant Hall Senator: Sara Hofer
•
East Hall Senator: Logan Woodruff
•
North Hall Senator: Sam Zylstra
•
West Hall Senator: Elizabeth
Lindquist
•
Residence Life Senator: Regan
Syverson
•
International Students Senator: Anna
De Oliveira
•
Campus Ministries Senator: Grace
Winnes
•
At-Large Senator: Simon Dykstra
•
At-Large Senator: Joya Breems

Dance team welcomes 14
new freshmen
Georgia Lodewyk— Staff Writer

Dordt University Dance Team 2022 Summer Camp
Taking center stage at football game
halftimes, the Dordt University dance team is
back. This year, they are even stronger.
“The thing that we’re able to put in our
tourneys were only dreams and wishes four
years ago,” head coach Mel Knobloch said,
“and it’s like, ‘we’re doing it, we’re making it
happen.”
The Dordt dance team welcomed fourteen
freshman this year, adding new faces to the
veteran talent. Knobloch is excited for the
possibilities a team of thirty can bring.
“That brings a lot of new opportunities,”
Knobloch said, “to make those connections
with more people and to reach out to different
places. They get to bring a little bit of their
style in from their high schools, collaborating
all together.”
Such a large team is not without its
challenges. Practicing routines together in the
current aerobics room was tricky and tight, so
they moved routine rehearsals to the rec center
gymnasium. Knobloch sees this as a positive
problem, and a possible opportunity to create
two teams. A game day team would have more
freedom to perform at more halftimes, events,
pep rallies, and tailgates, while the competition
team would spend more time rehearsing.
Maddie DeJong, a junior this year and one
of the four captains, remembers the dance team
her freshman year. Then, there were less than
fourteen students were on the team. In two
years, the team has more than doubled in size,
and DeJong is excited to see what opportunities

this could create.
“We just feel like we’re getting momentum
and have a lot of talent and skill on the team this
year,” DeJong said. “And so, I’m excited to see
how well we do with our upcoming season,”
This fall, the dance team will have a new
choreographed routine for every football game.
DeJong looks forward to competing at the state
level this November in Des Moines, where the
team will compete in hip hop, jazz, and pom
routines against universities from around the
Iowa. Looking even farther ahead, Knobloch
said the team’s goals reach
past even that.
“I would love to see our team make it to
nationals this year. We’ve been right on the
cuff the last four years,” Knobloch said. “We’re
so close, so that’s a huge goal of mine. I want
to see that happen for the first time and make
Dordt history.”
The fall season consists of halftime shows at
football and basketball games, along with the
Des Moines state competition, but the battle
for a spot in nationals will not begin until the
spring competition season. Both Knobloch and
DeJong hope the team will make the cut and be
able to travel to Michigan.
For now, the dance team continues practice
every day. It takes about three weeks of hard
work to learn a routine, and even more time to
perfect it. With halftime shows to perform and
competitions to prepare for, there’s no time to
waste.
Photo credit: Dordt University Athletics
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Art & Entertainment

What’s with the arts?

Girls can be zombies too

Daniel Ketchelos— Staff Writer

Dayna Wichhart — Staff Writer
Here’s the deal. Every year, the boys on
campus play Humans v. Zombies. For an entire
week, they look over their shoulders in fear
while “zombies” camp outside of buildings,
halls, and doorways, leaving the campus littered
with socks.
And every year, I hear the girls on campus
talking.
“Why don’t we get to do fun things like this?”
“We only ever do lame events.”
“Why can’t we do fun stuff like they do?”
I’ve got a couple issues with people that say
these things. First of all, men and women are
different. It’s true whether you believe it or not.
Men and women are going to be interested in
different activities.
Think about the Bloom Bar, one of the highest
attended women’s activities on campus. It’s
nothing like Humans v. Zombies or capture the
flag, but countless girls attend the Bloom Bar.
Naturally, events that are well attended and
participated in are going to be repeated, and

events are going to be planned that are similar
and might draw a similar crowd.
My second issue with these complaints is
that the reality is, we do have events like the
boys. Maybe in the past they haven’t had events
like that, but I believe that Dordt listens to the
feedback we give them. Last year was the first
time we had a women’s broomball event. I
went. It was worlds of fun.
The Hunt, an event created to mimic the
boys’ Humans v. Zombies game, was also
under-attended. It was a week of challenges
both individually and collectively as a wing.
My wing won The Hunt last year. Out of the
40-ish girls on my wing, I think there were
a solid eight to 10 people who showed up to
complete the nightly challenges. Compared to
many of the other wings I talked to, that was
a lot more girls than they had attending. A
game of Humans v. Zombies will not be very
successful with participation of a few girls from
each wing.
Whenever I ask people if they are going to

Coke vs. Pepsi
Pop, soda, or Coke — whatever you might
call it, carbonated beverages are a popular drink
to enjoy while eating at the Commons or the
Grille. But this year, favorite flavors such as
Dr. Pepper or Mountain Dew can no longer be
found on campus. Dordt University switched
from Pepsi products to Coke products, and
everyone has an opinion about it.
The change from Coke to Pepsi has elicited
both positive and negative responses. Students
have strong opinions about the flavor differences
between Coke and Pepsi. Unfortunately for
those who prefer the sweeter taste of Pepsi, it
does not look like they will be able to get any
on campus anytime soon.
However, there is also nothing like the
classic taste of Coca-Cola. Many students are
excited that Coke is available on campus and
prefer the variety Coke has to offer.
“I have always been a big supporter of CocaCola,” sophomore Isabel Boer said. “Because
Coke is better than Pepsi and Sprite is better
than Sierra Mist.”
With the introduction of Coke and Sprite,
the pop options on campus have changed. Dr.
Pepper, Sierra Mist, and Mountain Dew are

no longer available. While many are upset that
their favorite pop flavors are no longer being
offered on campus, there are many who are
excited to have new options such as Barq’s Root
Beer, Sprite, and Fanta.
“I’m just mad that there’s no Dr. Pepper,”
sophmore Marissa Wielenga said. “I don’t care
about the other changes.”
Everyone has a different opinion. It would
be impossible to satisfy everyone’s preferences.
Additionally, many people enjoy flavors from
both Coke and Pepsi and would be unhappy
about changes either way. There are benefits
and drawbacks to both, depending on individual
preference.
With so many varieties of Coke, there are
more flavor options. The Grille now offers
Coke, Diet Coke, Coke Zero, and Cherry Coke.
Having this many varieties of the same drink
seems unnecessary, especially when there are
some drinks that are not offered at all.
More important than the debate on Coke
products versus Pepsi products: why is there no
lemonade at the Grille?

cont. from pg. 1

“They’re already growing on campus,” Van
Otterloo said. “We can recycle them to grow in
[the silver maple’s] place.”
As Rynders watched the tree removal on
Thursday, he reflected:
“I felt sad in one way that the tree which
guarded our location for a long time stepped
aside, but I also reflected on the transience of
all of us— we will all pass into history and be
replaced. It is our calling to serve as faithfully
as we can and then to gracefully step aside and
defer to those we have trained to take our place.
May this old maple remind us to study history
carefully and strive to live with effectiveness.”
Contributed photos

Silver maple removed from
campus cont.
...from a removed ash tree. He hopes the maple
will have an undamaged section large enough to
construct something. Most of the tree is rotten
inside, making it unusable for woodworking.
“It would be nice to have a memory that’s not
just a picture,” Vander Zee said. “Even just a
bench or a plaque.”
Dordt plans to donate part of the tree trunk to
Heritage Village, which requested it for their
records. The tree will also be recorded in the
Dordt archives.
Van Otterloo plans to plant new trees in its place.
Two red oak trees growing on campus will have
to be removed for upcoming construction.

an event, I hear way too often that they aren’t
because their friends aren’t or that they are not
sure what the event will be so they aren’t going
to go. Here’s the thing about us girls: We spend
a lot of our time worrying about doing things
by ourselves, embarrassing ourselves in front
of others, and stressing about what other people
might think about us.
It’s ridiculous. Boys are far more willing to go
all in for an event. They’ll go to Walmart and
buy packages of socks just to leave them in the
grass, all to win a singular pair of socks they’re
most likely not going to wear. They’re willing
to wake up at 4 a.m. to head to the classroom
building before the campus wakes up in order
to be safe through the day. But why? Because
going all in and putting effort into the pointless,
stupid, college event can be so much fun.
Girls don’t attend or participate in events like
Humans v. Zombies the way boys do. So why
should Dordt Student Activities, RAs, CDAs, or
Student Services put work into planning events
that you won’t show up to?

Here’s my advice. If you’re like me and you
love the idea of having games like the boys’
play, there are things that we can do to help
make that happen. Maybe you want a game
like Humans v. Zombies to start for the girls on
campus. Maybe you want to play capture the
flag against other wings.
My first advice is to talk to your friends and the
other girls on your wing. Help get them excited
about the idea. Tell your RA and suggest events
that you would be interested in participating in.
In a simple way, make a change by showing up
to the events that are currently available to you.
Go. Even if your friends aren’t. Go. Even if
it’s something that’s outside of your comfort
zone. The reality is, at one point everything was
outside of our comfort zone, and if we never try
something new, we will miss out on the chance
to participate in the next Humans v. Zombies.
Girls can be zombies too; we just refuse to.

The Woman King: war like
never before

Madeleine Kobes — Staff Writer
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Audra Kooi – Staff Writer

Telling a story of beauty and strength, The
Woman King brings a new perspective to the
world of historical action films.
The film follows the induction of a new group
of young girls to the Agojie—a fierce all-female
unit of warriors in the African Dahomey tribe
led by Nanisca, played by Viola Davis.
The trainees are taught to be brave and
relentless as they fight for justice. When
Oyo leaders arrive to collect tribute from the
Dahomey, they find it smaller than in previous
years and require captives to make up the
difference. These captives will be auctioned off
to European slavers.
It is the Dahomey role in the slave trade that
frustrates critics, especially because the film is
based on real events. Historically, the Dahomey
were far more violent and more involved in
slave trading than the Sony film depicts: they
brutally murdered their enemies in raids and
performed mass executions regularly.
As for the slave trade, the Dahomey did
search for other avenues of business for a
short period, but returned quickly to selling
captives to European slavers. The film glorifies
the Dahomey searching for other avenues of
business, but the truth is harsher.
However, this does not diminish the
importance of The Woman King.
While most historical dramas covering
wartimes are filled with white men, this

cast is packed with women of color, which
immediately creates a new perspective. Every
Agojie woman is a symbol of impossible
strength, and their collective story is meant to
empower young girls.
Director Gina Prince-Bythewood has spoken
about both the importance of the film and how
hard it was to make it a reality. The idea was
first proposed seven years ago, but it took years
to convince financiers and executives that the
film would be worth it.
The barriers that hindered The Woman King
are proof of just how important the film is. This
is the first historic war movie I can think of in
which the role models are black females. Little
girls of color need people to look up to. They
need to see the strength of Nanisca and the
bravery of Nawi in themselves, and The Woman
King succeeds in empowering its audience.
Beyond the storyline, I loved the music
composed by Terence Blanchard. It embodied
the beauty of African culture. The stark color
changes make a distinction between the vibrant
Dahomey tribe and the dull life outside its
borders, and I could feel the intention behind
each choice.
A unique historical drama, The Woman
King is empowering and emotional. I was
hopeful before watching the film and was not
disappointed. As for historical accuracy, we
give grace to many other war films, so why
should this be any different? The film provides
a new perspective, and it’s one you need to see.
Contributed photo

Torah scroll donated to Dordt
cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...down of Scripture, it also melds art and
science together in its beauty and painstaking
creation.
“The single biggest value to us as a campus
of this beautiful piece passed down in history
is that it is just one example of the work of the
Spirit preserving the Word of God passed down
from generation to generation,” Aaron Baart,
Dordt’s Chief of Staff and Dean of Chapel, said.
Many Hebrew scrolls take years to finish, and
this rabbi meticulously wrote nearly 7,200 lines
to hand down to subsequent generations. While

only one example of an ancient practice, this
kind of commitment and consistency testifies to
the reliability of the transmission of Scripture.
“I hope seeing those things evokes a sense
of confidence for students and our Christian
tradition and the legacy of passing down
God’s words,” Baart said. “I hope they have an
appreciation for the aesthetic and beautiful art
form involved in it.”
Contributed photo

Pork n’ Bands taking place outside of the
Fruited Plain Cafe
A group of music-loving, guitar-strumming
guys gather outside the Fruited Plain Café.
Discussions about prominent bands and music
expression fill the coffee shop. When you put
a group of college-age musicians together who
need an outlet for expression– well, they form a
band. Hence, the creation of Tone Def Lozers.
Tone Def Lozers is just one example of
the continual wave of expression emerging
from Dordt University. Students can audition
for plays, form bands, take fine-art electives,
perform in Pork n’ Bands, and more. While
there are plenty of opportunities for students
to artistically express themselves, why does
it happen? And more importantly, why does it
matter?
“It feels like there’s this validity arising
towards artists,” Laremy De Vries, Philosophy
Professor and Owner of The Fruited Plain Café,
said. “You should express yourself, like you
should do this artist thing— which feels really

cool.”
The “artist thing” is the expression of oneself
through an artform, whether it’s music, visual
arts, or something else. An example of someone
doing the “artist thing” is Damon Groen, front
man of Tone Def Lozers.
“Everybody is yearning for a little bit of
creative expression,” Groen said. “And I think
it just happened to work out where we were all
in the area, and we were going to be around for
a little while, and had some free time to have
fun with it.”
Dordt’s worship arts and art department are
also encouraging individual expression through
artforms.
“Through my time on a worship team, or
even living life as a human, I grew more and
more in need of an outlet for things, so I started
writing music,” Groen said. “I think there was a
place made for writing to become a part of my
academic career, it didn’t start in my academic
career, but it ended up being a large part of it.”
Outside of his own career, Groen said Dordt
is encouraging the student body as a whole to
step into the arts themselves.
“I think that Jeremy Perigo and Alex Priore
validating the recording of music and putting it
on Spotify models to students that, ‘Oh, I can
do this,’” De Vries said. “It’s not just for people
in the city, or people at the University of Iowa.
You can be in a band in a small town, and you
can make something. It can be a thing, and you
should take it seriously.”
Morgan Stoltzfus, a senior graphic design
major, often expresses herself through the
visual arts.

Minions: Rise of Gru takes
2022 by storm
Abi Wegner — Staff Writer

The Minions are back on the big screen after
being released on July 2, 2022. Many viewers
enjoyed the film for its nostalgic feel.   Set in
1976, the movie appeals to older and younger
generations alike.
First appearing in Despicable Me (2010), the
Minions have become increasingly popular and
are known for their chaotic-but-loving nature.
These abnormal yellow beings have become
comfort characters to many viewers, especially
those who grew up watching them in the
original Despicable Me movies, which is
why this movie caters to all age groups.
With some “punny” humor adults can
appreciate, the overall plot of the movie for
children, and an established, familiar feel of
the characters for teens, Minions: the Rise of
Gru quickly became one of the most successful
animated movies of the year.
It is fun-loving, family friendly, and has just
enough action to keep the viewers entertained.
The pun-inspired names of the Vicious 6 were a
nice touch that had even the adults laughing in
the theaters. The film is continually fast-paced,
potentially to distract from the seemingly corny
jokes, while still letting you marinate in them
enough for your enjoyment.
Minions: Rise of Gru grossed over 710
million dollars at the global box office. While
still giving credit to its writer Matthew Fogel,
a lot of the film’s success can be attributed to a
viral TikTok trend. The “GentleMinions” trend
circulated around TikTok and gained over 24
million views.
In this trend, groups of teenagers dressed up
in suits and went to theaters to view the movie,
clapping and cheering at the end of the film.
For many, participating in this trend simply
enhanced the experience of watching the movie
in the cinema. It was an act that bonded friends
together, the same thing the Despicable Me
franchise has done for years.
While intentions were good and the
GentleMinions trend was created with
humorous intentions, it got out of hand. Due to
some groups’ lack of control and noise, theaters
were often left dealing with the aftermath of
large groups of adolescents. The theater’s noise
was often too loud, not allowing the families
and target audience of the movie to enjoy

themselves.
This reached the point where some cinemas
banned the sale of tickets of the Rise of Gru
to adolescents wearing suits. Considering the
movie’s success in hindsight of its ticket sales,
it is easy to see the impact social media and
the nostalgia of memes and trends had on the
movie’s popularity.
Minions: Rise of Gru was a hilarious and
light-hearted movie that all ages and groups of
people could enjoy, a movie many recommend
viewing, especially by those who watched
the movie wearing suits and eating bananas.
Perhaps the trend-setters on social media are
onto something--movies are better enjoyed in an
immersive experience, with friends alongside (a
little satire humor never hurts, either).
Contributed photo

The movie poster for the most recent Minions
filim

“I think Dordt has a really cool and unique
creative community,” Stoltzfus said. “I find
myself being inspired by my classmates, or
even people in the outside community of Sioux
Center. Even professors like Vaughn [Donahue]
are really encouraging in helping me find my
style.”
The art department is also expanding to
fulfill the needs of students seeking to grow
their creativity, including the students who
aren’t primarily art majors.
“We have a lot of students outside of the
art department taking electives in photography,
ceramics, drawing, painting, and design theory,”
Donahue said. “They are taking these courses
because they’ve never had that opportunity to,
and they want to try something while they still
have the chance.”
While artistic expression seems to be on the
rise, students often miss their impact because of
the short amount of time they’re at Dordt.
“It does seem like there are waves, and
they always surprise me,” De Vries said. “I try
to be the lighthouse keeper who sits there and
watches, I just enjoy watching the scene unfold
in certain kinds of ways.”
Donahue agreed with De Vries that artistic
expression varies with time.
“When you’re able to work here for a long
period of time, you see the broader picture
and you see these waves come through,”
Donahue said. “There are times where different
departments that deal in creative things have
these periods where a few students are more
prominent in having their work seen on campus,
and sometimes you have this combining of

individuals that work really well together and
just create more art.”
Outside of Dordt, De Vries said he wants the
Fruited Plain to be somewhere Dordt students
can feel welcome in exploring their personal
artforms.
“I want to make a space that’s off campus
and available for whatever wants to happen,”
De Vries said. “We at the Fruited Plain and
the Back-Back want to be a fertile ground for
people to bring their seeds to be expressive and
to root.”
Creative expression, according to Donahue,
is not limited to just those in art fields.
“One of the things I hate the most is when
I meet with someone who is a friend of an art
student and I say to them, ‘Hey, you should
take an art class,’ and they say, ‘Oh, I’m not
creative, that’s not me.’” Donahue said. “While
I can appreciate that it’s not a career and it’s not
for everybody, stating that you’re not creative
is completely false. We were created to be
creators.”
Having a culture that promotes artistic
expression, Donahue said, is important for the
formation of students because of how much art
responds to the state of culture.
“Art plays a very special role in our world,”
Donahue said. “It allows us to respond and
reflect on the world around us. Art can tackle
issues of social justice, politics, faith, racial
issues, and big problems in the world that
sometimes just need to be looked at through a
different lens.”
Photo Credit: Daniel Ketchelos

While we were out
Tabetha DeGroot—Staff Writer

Art can bring out a side of someone that has
never been seen. It can be goofy, serious, or just
creative. The While We Were Out art showcase
is currently on display in the art gallery until the
closing reception on October 4, which all are
invited to attend.
The first While We Were Out show started in
2020 by art Professor David Platter.
“It was really just intended as a way to come
back together,” Platter said. “A lot of us had
experimented with new hobbies with all the
time we were sitting at home. Then the response
was so good we did it again.”
Platter said they received close to 100
submissions from around 50 or 60 artists this
year.
“One of the goals I had in continuing this
show to kick off the school year was to make
sure people feel like they’re invited to be a part
of it,” Platter said.
A wide variety of works are on display, from
pottery to clothing designs.
“We’ve got sculptures, paintings, quilting,
clay, paintings, photography - a little bit of
everything,” Platter said. “And the fun thing
about it is we get to see what this community
has been up to. We get to see some visual
representation of our quiet time.”
Kirsten Buiter submitted a portrait of her
sister’s cat to the show.
“The Lady Butters was commissioned by
my sister last year,” Buiter said. “Her cat is
a constant source of amusement to us. She is
very vocal and will make little ‘merp’ noises
at everything. She is not the most intelligent
of cats and hates the outdoors with a burning
passion. You probably can’t tell that from the
painting, but it seemed fitting that a cat with
such disdain for the outdoors should be dressed
in the clothing of an aristocrat and look out
upon her domain instead.”
Jacob Olthoff’s handmade stick bass is
also featured in the show. He made the singlestringed instrument from pine and Wester
yellow cedar.
“As a kid, I loved watching a digital music
album called Animusic and one of the songs
featured a bass guitar with one string,” Olthoff
said in his artist statement. “Fast-forward to
the end of my second year at Dordt when, after
taking some electronics classes, it came to
my mind that I could probably build that bass

guitar.”
At its heart, the While We Were Out show is
about community.
“It brings people into awareness,” Platter
said. “I’m in my fourth year at Dordt, and I still
feel like I’m fairly new here because of what
happened with COVID. What I personally
enjoy about the exhibit is that it’s a chance to
get to know people.”
Staff, students, and the family members of
staff and students were all invited to participate,
resulting in pieces from young kids all the way
to seasoned artists.
“It’s not often one gets the opportunity to
have their artwork in an actual gallery,” Buiter
said. “I wanted more people to be able to see the
beauty of my sister’s cat, since I’m quite proud
of the piece.”
A big part of the While We Were Out
show is inviting people who may not consider
themselves artists to participate.
“We’re not just artists if we are in the art
program,” Platter said. “There’s so much more
to being a full human and this is just one of those
little ways we get to do that as a community. It’s
as way for us to know each other better.”
Looking to the future, the art department is
planning to continue the show and perhaps have
it more often.
“I look forward to continuing it,” Platter said.
“Keeping the tradition going for celebrating
what we’re doing as we come back together
every year.”
Photo Credit: Tabetha DeGroot

Kirsten Buiter’s The Lady Butters in the While
We Were Out Showcase
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Lisa Mouw joins education
department
Aleasha Hintz — Staff Writer
Lisa Mouw has recently joined the Dordt
University faculty as a professor of education.
Mouw has known she wanted to be a teacher
since her seventh-grade year, and eventually s
pent her undergrad years at Dordt, taking the
same classes she now teaches. Her experience
at Dordt shaped how she wanted to teach in the
future.
In Education 101, Mouw recalled developing
her philosophy for education. From the
beginning, she knew she wanted to teach from a
Christian perspective.
Mouw has graduated from Dordt three times
and
has experience in everything from elementary
education to work in administration, as well
as teaching in both public and private schools.
She taught fourth and sixth grade and was the
administrator at Sioux Center Christian School,
a local kindergarten through eighth grade
institution. However, she always had a certain
goal in mind.
“I always had kind of in the back of my
head… someday, I’d like to teach at Dordt.”
Mouw said. “I’m like, ‘It’s happening guys! It’s
happening! I get to do this!’”
Before she knew about the opening, Mouw
had been sensing a need for something different.
A colleague let her know about an open position
at Dordt and within a couple of weeks Mouw
submitted an application. She felt she was being
led to work at Dordt.
After a rigorous interview process, Dordt
offered Mouw the position and she accepted.
“I have just felt completely supported and
welcomed in from day one,” Mouw said.
Mouw said she liked different things about

every grade she taught, but undergrad students
have been fun because of one specific factor:
they have chosen to be here.
Mouw is teaching three classes: Introduction
to Education, Educational Psychology, and
Kingdom, Identity, and Calling. Each class
presents unique challenges.
Education 101 is co-taught, meaning there
are two teachers for one class. Mouw’s partner is
David Mulder. She also co-taught with Mulder
at Sioux Center Christian School. Because of
the co-teaching setup, they can fill in the gaps
for each other as they teach.
Mouw teaches her other two classes on her
own.
“I feel a little like a camp counselor and a
teacher,” Mouw said about teaching CORE 100.
But Mouw’s passion is for educational
psychology. It feeds into her sweet spot for
middle school, which is an especially diverse
time for student development.
“If you don’t understand the psychology
around it, you can’t effectively teach,” Mouw
said. She loves the stage of development they
are in and sees the rapid growth and diverse
levels of development as an opportunity to
flourish.
For Mouw, a proper educational philosophy
focuses on the whole being of the students.
“I just want them to know that they
belong,” Mouw said. “Having interactions with
students, you see how they thrive in that kind of
environment; when they are seen, valued, and
heard as they come into your space, the light
just turns on for them…The guard is down, and
they are just ready and vulnerable to learn. I
think that’s where you experience thriving.”
Contributed photo

Professor Lisa Mouw’s first Dordt University class

Sioux Center’s Family Crisis
Center 40 years later
Abby Starkenburg – Staff Writer
Melissa’s Hope Chest - A partnering
organization with Family Crisis Centers
Since 1982, people in Sioux County have
been looking out for one another and seeing
areas in which the community needs support.
A program started 40 years ago, called the
Domestic Violence Aid Center, began with
a group of citizens who recognized just how
pressing of an issue domestic violence is. It
grew to serving four counties; now, that program
is known as the Family Crisis Center and has
grown to serve 17 Northern Iowa counties.
The main emphasis of FCC is offering
client-centered practices, aiming to do whatever
possible to help those they’re serving.
The FCC connects people with needed
resources, gives emotional support, and
advocates for their client’s rights. Some of the
specific areas they help with are support for
homelessness, advocacy within court systems
and healthcare, support for victims of crime,
and 24/7 listening and resource connection
from the hotline.
The FCC’s many programs include: the
Iowa Victim Services Call Center, WISH
unit, and Integrated Advocacy Services. The
call center talks with victims of crime, with

the WISH Unit providing support specific to
homicide and other violent crimes. The newest
program added, Integrated Advocacy Services,
helps advocate on behalf of and support clients
within the healthcare realm. The FCC also
partners with Safe Place, a domestic violence
shelter based out of Sioux City.
Melissa’s Hope Chest, a thrift store that helps
victims of domestic violence, donates its profits
to the FCC to keep them running. Melissa’s
Hope Chest is a donation-run organization.
As a non-profit, there are many volunteer
opportunities available through FCC. Some of
the roles of volunteers according to the FCC
website include, “Helping with special events
& fundraising, office duties and administrative
tasks, building maintenance, cleaning and
organizing, Melissa’s Hope Chest work,
Mentoring, Childcare, and Language Services.”
More information on how to become a volunteer
for FCC can be found on their website.
What started off for Bri Haeder, a junior
studying psychology and social work, as a
volunteer position for her social work class has
become much more.
She volunteered for approximately a
semester, and last February accepted a job

The Dutch organist
Emma Bennett— Staff Writer

On Sept. 17, renowned Dutch organist
Arjan Breukhoven came to Dordt University.
He performed a concert and shared some of the
European tradition of using organs to express
the grandeur of the Lord and bring people to
worship.
On the night of the concert, Breukhoven took
a step toward connecting with his audience by
standing at the doors to greet people as they
came in. Between pieces, he told stories and
gave context for why he chose a particular song.
His lineup ranged from Beethoven’s
Symphony no. 5 to the theme from Mission
Impossible, to a self-arranged medley of
American tunes. At the end of the concert, he
received a standing ovation.
Hailing from Rotterdam in the Netherlands,
Breukhoven is known for his technique and
skill in improvising. He received a medal from
the Society of Arts and Sciences in Paris in
2014 and recognition in the name of the King
of the Netherlands in 2020. He knew of Dordt
because of its prevalent Dutch population, and
has distant relatives who live in Pella and parts
of Northwest Iowa.
Breukhoven became acquainted with the
Dordt alumni choir, specifically Director Ryan
Smit, when they performed for the 400th
anniversary of the Synod of Dordrecht. He has

performed once before at Dordt, and had set
dates for a second tour in 2019, but COVID-19
delayed his return.
In a further effort to connect with the Dordt
student body, Breukhoven held a master class
for music majors and minors to learn about
improvisation on the organ. The organ is a
complex instrument, making it a daunting
medium for experimentation.
Breukhoven emphasized the art of
improvisation and showed his listeners what
they needed was repertoire, literature, and lots of
practice. He gave examples of historical pieces
he studied to improve his technique (citing
specifically the Chorale Partitas by Pachelbel)
and demonstrated the tips he shared by playing
over the film The Phantom of the Opera.
“As a musician, I was never taught much
about improvising and I think it should be
taught more,” Music Education Major Karli
Vanden Brink said. “It encourages creativity
and flexibility.”
According to Carrie Groenewold, associate
professor of music, some organ students
have showed more interest in practicing
improvisation during their lessons.
“The organ in essence is like an orchestra and
do things that an orchestra can do because of the
wide spectrum of sound. So that makes it kind
of exciting,” Groenewold said.

Putting the community into
college theatre
Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer
In the fall 2021 semester, senior Dakota
Klein, junior Miranda Munson, junior
Nathan Hopkins, and sophomore Lynn Smit
formed the Dordt University Theatre Club to
create opportunities for students outside the
departmental productions.
“The Theatre Club is a community with the
purpose of inviting all Dordt students who may
have done theatre in the past as an activity, or
just watching theatre for fun, to meet others
with a common interest,” Munson said.
During the 2021-22 academic year, the
Theatre Club hosted a showing of Come from
Away, held a game night, and coordinated buses
to productions at Northwestern College.
This year, the board members plan on
organizing more events to increase turnout and
maximize experiences.
On Sept. 24, 2022, the Theatre Club held
its kickoff event for the semester. The Forced
Family Fun Night began at 6 p.m. and concluded
shortly before 11 p.m. Twenty students met at
Smit’s house and worked together to set up.
They wiped down chairs, lit a fire in the firepit,
and hung a sheet to project a movie.
Before the sun set, the club played yard
games and roasted hot dogs. From the pile of
sticks for the fire, they pulled “swords” and
reenacted the sequence from a Stage Combat
workshop in April 2022.
“It was fun to reminisce and practice a skill
learned in a previous class, even with subpar
equipment,” sophomore Jakob Kamp said. “It’d
be better with real swords.”
Once darkness fell, the group roasted
marshmallows to make s’mores and had a debate
on how to roast the best marshmallow. Eleanor
Ryder, a freshman majoring in studio arts,
argued in support of burning the marshmallow.
“It’s a metaphor for my approach to life,”
Ryder said. “I just want the results, so I try
the quick and easy method that doesn’t even
produce the full effect. I burn the marshmallow
to cook it fast, but it doesn’t melt the inside.”
Others argued for a more methodical
offer to work in the Iowa Victim Services Call
Center.
Her volunteer work consisted mainly of
sorting files within the center. Now, she works
directly with clients by taking their calls and
connecting them to resources.
“When someone calls the [State] Crisis line,
they get me,” Haeder said.
The topics of the calls she receives can
vary greatly from things including domestic
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From campus to the silver screen
Philip Shippy — Staff Writer
As the old saying goes, “Practice makes
perfect,” and the students of Short Film
Production, or COMM 350, are getting practice
during their college careers. Mark Volkers
teaches the class and has a maximum of six
students growing as storytellers by making a
professional short film to be shown at various
film festivals.
This year, five students are creating the
film: Jonah Hofmeyer is the director and
screenwriter, Nathan Hopkins is the producer
and assistant director, Johnathon Carlo is the
editor and animation director, Jess Brander is
the cinematographer, set designer, and costume
designer, and Ellie Runia is the production
sound mixer, assistant editor, and script
supervisor.
The film has been in the works since the end
of last school year, with Hofmeyer writing the
screenplay over the summer.
“I am, by nature, a writer,” Hofmeyer said,
“so the whole script-building and story-building
was huge for me, and I think that was a huge
step for me in growth.”
The film will be about a podcaster who
goes to a small town to help solve some local
murders.
Once Hofmeyer completed the script and
school started, the five filmmakers defined their
roles on the production team and began calling
for actors. Set up in the Theatre Arts Building,

they called for potential actors to read lines
from the script so the team could discover the
best people for the roles. After the casting call
and some discussion, they chose Clayton Baas
and Lindsay Kuiper to play the lead roles.
The team will start shooting scenes on
Saturday, Oct. 1. From then on, it will be a race
against the changing seasons.
“We typically start with our exterior shoots
first, because in the fall we have gorgeous
weather that quickly changes to snow, which
changes to cold and bitter,” Volkers said. “If
we start with green leaves on trees, we want
to finish when the green leaves are still on the
trees.”
The team will have to learn to shoot their
video fast and well, because they only have a
short period of time before the weather shifts.
Then they can shoot all their indoor scenes,
where the cold hand of time does not affect the
image.
Once finished shooting, the students will
move to post-production, where they will need
to sand down and smooth all the audio and
video. Then they will assemble all the pieces of
the film into a coherent story.
The film must be finished by the end of
the school year. Sometime in December, the
crew and actors will dress up and host a World
Premier of the movie in the Grille area, followed
by a Q&A session with those in attendance.

approach, preferring to roast the marshmallow
slowly and preserve the integrity of the s’more.
“It’s not charred, a little crisp on the outside
and nice and soft on the inside,” Kamp said.
They then moved their chairs to watch The
Phantom of the Opera (2011). The chilling
temperature, light breeze, and crunching leaves
added to the eeriness of the production. Most
of the students had not seen the opera prior to
the event.
The club is hosting a 24-hour theatre event
starting Sept. 30 and ending Oct. 1. In the 24
hours, students will write and perform a piece
for their fellow members. Also in October, the
club will sell baked goods at Arts on the Prairie
and organize an Improv Night. In November,
the club is partnering with One Book, One
Sioux County to present a staged reading of
Trifles.
All students who are interested in joining can
email Munson for more information.
Photo credit: Teresa Taylor

violence, homelessness, or sexual assault.
“My main job is to connect them with
resources,” Haeder said. These resources can be
directly from FCC or from somewhere outside
of the organization.
“You do the best you can for them and you
give them everything that you can,” Haeder
said. “I do really enjoy it, I love my job, I do,
and I don’t think a lot of people get to say that.”

The assignment’s goal is to give the students
experience in the art of crafting a movie. They
are all digital media production majors, and this
project serves as a first step into the world of
film making.

“Everything we’re
doing, from the
choosing of the
script to ‘Did we
get the right take
on that scene?’ is
thinking, ‘Okay, is
this professional?’”
-Mark Volkers
However, making the film is only part of the
journey. Once the movie is finished, Volkers
and Hofmeyer will market it to film festivals
across the world to attempt to win some awards
and build the students’ resumes.

“One thing that looks really good on student
resumes is being an award-winning filmmaker,” Volkers said. “So, one of our goals
for this is not only to learn the process of film
making and to have a lot of fun with it, but also
to win awards. So, everything we’re doing,
from the choosing of the script to ‘Did we get
the right take on that scene?’ is thinking, ‘Okay,
is this professional?’”
This type of short film does stand a chance
at winning. Last year’s film, Hitchhiker, won
the Upper Midwest Emmy Student Production
Award, and could still win more.
“We’re actually still waiting to hear on a
couple festivals,” Volkers said. “A year later,
we’re still working on the previous year’s film.”
Whether the film lands well or not, the
students who helped to create this short film
will come away with a valuable experience.
“Eventually, when everyone at Dordt is able
to see it, I hope it’s entertaining,” Hofmeyer
said. “When you’re ingrained in something for
so long, you’re either going to say, ‘Okay, this
is really good,’ or, ‘Okay, this is really bad,’ in
your opinion, but someone who sees it with fresh
eyes is going to have a different perspective. So,
it will be interesting come December when it’s
finished to see how it lands.”

Anti-social media app turning Sioux Center homes
heads
Ukrainian refugees
Joya Breems – Staff Writer

Nyiah Gesink — Staff Writer

Robert Lund (left) and Ethan Wood (right)
watching The Phantom of the Opera
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On a Thursday at the beginning of the year,
a group of students trickles into room 267.
Howard Schaap, English professor, stands
fiddling with the cords on his desk, trying to
reacquaint himself with the technology. Before
Schaap can begin his lesson, a sound like the
jingle of bells rings from various phones around
the room.
The collective notification: “Time to BeReal:
2 min left to capture a BeReal and see what your
friends are up to!”
“Hey Schaap, wanna be in my BeReal?”
English and secondary education major Teresa
Taylor said.
“Uh, sure,” Schaap said. “I don’t know what
that is but sure!”
Launched in December 2019, the app BeReal
simultaneously notifies every user at random
times of the day. Once the message has been
sent, users have two minutes to post. If someone
doesn’t make the time constraint, they don’t get
to see the posts their friends have made. That is,
unless they want to post a late BeReal and suffer
the shame associated with late posts.
“I hate posting after the time has run out
because then people think that I waited till I
was doing something interesting to post,” Emily
Alons, a psychology major, said. “But really I
just hadn’t had time and still wanted to see what
everyone else was up to.”
The app has no filters and limited retakes. It
captures photos from both the front and back
cameras of the phone.
Opening the app, users are met with a wide
range of posts: a selfie accompanied by unaware
business majors shoving Defenders into their
mouths at the Grille, a stack of chemistry
homework followed by a girl with tired eyes and
a thumbs up, a snap of the student section with
the Defenders football team in their first huddle
of the year.
BeReal doesn’t care if you’re sleeping,
working, or in class. They want to see it.
“It’s exciting, waiting for the notification to go
off and then seeing what everyone is up to at the
time,” Alons said.
The idea of the app is in direct opposition to
most social media apps in use today. In fact, the
app has come to be referred to as the “anti-social
media” app.
Apps such as Instagram and Tik Tok are
infamous for allowing people to show off the
best part of a person’s life. With filters that can
completely change facial features, expectations

of perfection, and a knack for showing off only
the positive sides of people, typical social media
apps tend to create an inauthentic atmosphere.
Social media apps have been overdue for
a reboot. BeReal’s fresh take on social media
encourages people to reveal both good and bad
days— their exciting Fridays and mundane
Tuesdays.
“I don’t see it as encouraging people to be
fake, at least not any more than everything else
in life,” Taylor said.
BeReal downloads have increased drastically
in the year 2022 alone. As of April, the app
had been downloaded 7.67 million times. By
September, the app had accumulated 28 million
downloads and counting, according to an article
by Abby Sklencar, Content Specialist at Online
Optimism. BeReal is climbing the charts,
finding itself ranked the number one free app
for phones.
Its popularity leaves users wondering if this
refreshing change will bleed into other social
apps as well.
“It’s fun,” Taylor said. “But at the end of the
day, it’s just another social media app.”
Photo credit: Teresa Taylor

Howard Schaap (left) joins Teresa Taylor
(right) for her BeReal

This summer, five Sioux Center churches
worked together to host Ukrainian refugees
fleeing from the war in their homeland. The
resettlement committee at Covenant CRC
located a house, and the church community
flooded it with donations of furniture, food, and
eventually fellowship. Covenant collaborated
with Samaritan’s Purse, an organization
dedicated to rehousing refugees. Covenant is
currently hosting Illia and Olga Riazantsev, and
their 4-year-old son George.
The refugee resettlement committee at
Covenant originally formed to house refugees
fleeing Afghanistan after the Taliban takeover in
2021. Those refugees were housed on military
bases until they could be dispersed into more
permanent housing throughout the country.
The committee located a house families from
Afghanistan could stay in on March 11, 2022.
Refugees could potentially arrive by March 12.
“Finding a house was the golden key,” Verlyn
DeWit, the committee leader, said.
But Covenant was too late; other organizations
had already rehoused all Afghans living on the
bases.
Within several days “the whole house was
furnished with donations from Covenant,” says
Rhoda said, a member of the Covenant housing
committee.
Rhoda cataloged pages of donations, a
microwave, bedding, area rug, and even a
sewing machine.
When news of conflict between Ukraine and
Russia began to surface in May, Covenant and
Samaritan’s Purse pivoted to hosting Ukrainian
families instead. After all, a home was already
prepared for them.
Mark McCarthy, another member of
Covenant, stepped into helping how he could.
A professor of history at Dordt University,
McCarthy is also fluent in Russian. Most
Ukrainian refugees come from areas where
Russian is the dominant language. McCarthy
studied in Russia for several years following the
Soviet collapse, which is where he learned the
language.
McCarthy drove to the airport with DeWit
to greet Illia and Olga, welcome them to Sioux
Center, and translate for them. Illia has a decent
understanding of English but is still working on
speaking fluently.
“I was somebody for them to talk to without
having to think,” McCarthy said.
By August 2022, the Riazantev’s had settled

into their new home. George attends Stepping
Stones Preschool. The family continues to
practice English. They often ride their bikes
around town, and they’ve become acquainted
with their neighbors.
“They even watch their neighbor’s cat when
she’s at work,” Rhoda said.
The transition hasn’t been without challenges.
Nikita, Illia and Olga’s 17-year-old son chose to
stay in Poland.
“How do you leave behind everything you
know? It must be disorienting,” McCarthy said.
Another challenge is documentation. The
Uniting for Ukraine program allows refugees to
come to the U.S. but does not provide them with
documents to work.
“We let them in, but how will they sustain
themselves?” McCarthy said.
Sioux Center is also home to the Kuchyk
family. Adel Kuchyk is a university student
who traveled to the U.S. before the war as an
exchange student. They are from Melitopol.
Her brother, Maxim, remembers the phone
call his sister received from their dad when the
conflict began:
“You should probably get out of Ukraine.”
Maxim met up with Adel at the eastern border
of Ukraine, and together they drove to Poland,
and then Lithuania. Adel’s host family in Texas
helped her and her brother to get to the U.S.
“God made huge things happen for us,” Adel
said.
They waited at the U.S.-Mexico border.
“We were in a very big line of Mexican
people,” Maxim said. “Someone asked, are you
from Ukraine? Follow me. So, I followed.”
Their hometown in Ukraine, Melitopol, is
occupied by the Russians. Adel and Maxim’s
father is still in Ukraine, driving families from
Melitopol to neighboring countries to help them
escape.
Adel, her fiancé, and her brother Maxim spent
five months in Texas, with Adel’s previous host
family. Maxim used that time to study English,
and Adel and Michael got married. They moved
to Sioux Center so Adel can study journalism
at Dordt. Maxim is a first-year student at Unity
Christian High School.
Although Maxim realizes there are more
career opportunities in the U.S., he still misses
home.
“I just want to go back; I miss the old stuff,”
Maxim said.
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Football faces road success, home defeat
Isabel Pheifer — Staff Writer
The Dordt University Defender Football
team has had a tough go of it at home this
season. Their first home game was on Saturday,
Sept. 10 at 6 p.m., bringing back the nostalgic
feel of Friday Night Lights. A sea of neon
packed the student section, while the rest of the
fans sported Defender gear. The sounds of the
Defender Band’s debut filled the air, and the
Dordt Cheer and Dance teams led the crowd,
ready to cheer the Defenders on to a win.
The Morningside Mustangs had other plans.
The Mustangs entered ready to take control,
which was exactly what they did. They scored
three touchdowns in the first quarter, taking a
commanding 21-0 at the end of the first. The
second quarter didn’t prove to be any different,
with the Mustangs handling the Defenders and
taking a 28-0 lead into the locker rooms.
The Defenders had their work cut out in the
second half. There was a change in the whole
Dordt team after halftime, coming out with
a new sense of urgency. They got their first
touchdown with ten minutes left in the third
quarter. There was hope for a comeback. But
just when hope came, the Mustangs answered
with blocking a Defender punt and falling on
it in the end zone for yet another touchdown.
The fourth quarter saw the Defenders scoring
two more touchdowns, but it was too little, too
late. The Mustangs, ranked number one in the
nation, walked away with a 49-21 win over the
Defenders.

“We’ve gotten off to a slow start, but we
are going to be picking up steam,” junior wide
receiver Eli Boldan said.
The next home game was just as
disappointing as the first, the Doane Tigers
coming to Sioux Center on Sept. 24 ready for
a fight. Dordt opened the game with an early
touchdown after an interception by sophomore
cornerback Chip Kasay that led to an eventual
score by freshman wide receiver Connor Dodd.
Dordt had another opportunity to score in the
first half, but the Tigers put it to rest when they
blocked a Defender field goal attempt. Doane
evened the score 7-7 heading into halftime.
The second half was a defensive battle. The
only two scores of the half came on field goals,
one by Dordt in the third quarter and one by
Doane at the end of regulation. Doane’s kicker
had missed three times previously that afternoon
but was able to connect and force overtime. After
an offensive struggle all game, the Defenders
were unable to turn it around in overtime and
left the ball stranded at the one-yard line in their
last attempt to score. The Doane kicker was able
to convert once again, giving the Tigers a 10-7
advantage. The Defenders fell again in front of
their home crowd, making their record 2-2.
“I think as a team we are obviously looking
for wins,” said Boldan. “But beyond that, we’re
looking to build as a team and gain steam and
momentum throughout the rest of the season.”
Recent defeats the Defenders have faced
have fortunately been left at home. Both wins
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Through both the wins and defeats, the support
of the Defender Nation has proved unwavering.
Each game, Defender fans file in, pack the
stands, yell loud, and support the team. The
sideline full of coaching staff and bench players
stays loud and excited. The cheerleaders keep
the hype up. Defender Nation does not give up,
and it seems they will not abandon their team
no matter the outcome of the games.
“Defender Nation has given us unwavering

support throughout the entire season, regardless
of what the outcome of games has been,”
Boldan said. “We ask that you stick with us.
Your support is greatly appreciated and does
not go unnoticed.”
The road success has not transferred into
home success so far for the Defender Football
team. But with the season hitting the halfway
point, there is still plenty of time to turn the
home field into the winning field once again.
The Defenders resume play Friday, Oct.
7 at Mount Marty in Yankton, South Dakota.
The team then returns to their home turf the
next week to face in-county foe Northwestern
College.
Photo credit: Dordt University Athletics

Tight end Hayden Large (left) in Morningside
game
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the Defenders have attained this year have
come on the road. The first road game was the
season opener that pitted the Defenders against
the Briar Cliff Chargers in Sioux City, Iowa.
The game started slow for both teams, with the
first score coming in the second quarter by the
Defenders. The teams played back-and-forth in
the third quarter, but the Defenders eventually
took control of the game. Dordt started the
season with a 35-13 road win.
The second road game came the week
after the tough defeat the Defenders had
against Morningside. The Defenders traveled
to Mitchell, South Dakota to face the Dakota
Wesleyan Tigers. Heading into this game, the
Defenders had won the last four meetings
with the Tigers, and that streak continued. The
Defenders handled the Tigers with ease the
whole game, scoring once in the first quarter,
twice in the second, twice in the third, and
punching it home for a final touchdown in
the fourth. The Tigers’ lone score came in the
second quarter, and Dordt ran away with a 38-7
win.
“I think the wins and losses have had various
reasons behind them,” Boldan said. “However,
I don’t feel like being at home or away has
dictated whether we win or lose, despite what
the record shows so far.”
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